CORONERS (IRELAND.) 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 28 February 1871 $ — -for, 



COPY “ of a Memorial addressed to the Lord Lieutenant by the Coroners 
of Ireland , requesting that a Measure on their Behalf may be brought before 
Parliament early in the present Session.” 



To His Excellency the Right Honourable Earl Spencer, Lord Lieutenant 
General and General Governor of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Coroners of Ireland 
Respectfully Sheweth, 

That the office of Coroner is an ancient, important, and highly useful 
institution in this country, and has rendered considerable service in the 
maintenance of law and order, not only in the discovery and arrest of criminals, 
but much more by the restraint on the commission of crime and respect for the 
law which Coroners’ courts in rural as well as in city districts impose. 

That it is the anxious desire of the Coroners of Ireland to introduce such 
needed reforms as that the office of Coroner may be in a high state of efficiency, 
and equal in all respects to the age in which we live. With this object in view, 
they have been endeavouring ever since Mr. Hennessy introduced his Coroners 
Bill, and during several Sessions of Parliament, to obtain from the Legislature 
their sanction of a measure which was the result of the labours of experienced 
practical men, and one which all parties in Parliament supported. 

That during the late Session of Parliament, Mr. Vance, m. p., and Mr. 
Callen, m. p., introduced the Coroners Bill, which obtained a first reading. 
When it came up for a second reading the Government opposed the measure, 
but Mr. Eortescue, then Chief Secretary for Ireland, said that “ he admitted, 
however, the position of Coroners iu Ireland Was not satisfactory.” Again, “ it 
would, in his opinion, be the duty of whoever had charge of such a Bill (Grand 
Jury Bill) to deal with the question of Coroners, as it was one which deserved 
the attention of the Government and the House. ,, The Solicitor General for 
Ireland, Mr. Dowse, m. p., at same time, twice during the delivery of his speech, 
promised to deal with the question then under discussion, and undertook to 
pledge himself, on the part of the Irish Government, that a measure should be 
introduced by them on the subject during the next (the present) Session of 
Parliament. A division which was much influenced by that pledge was taken, 
and the result was, as a matter of course, in favour of the Government ; but 98 
Members voted for the second reading of the Irish Coroners Bill, which we beg 
to say obtained the warm support of the majority of the Irish Members. 

That the Irish Coroners Bill was approved of by the people of Ireland, as 
evidenced not only by the support given by Irish Members, but also by the 
Irish press, Liberal and Conservative. The following newspapers, together 
with other influential journals, wrote leading articles in favour of the Bill ; 
« Irish Times,” “ Freeman’s Journal,” ££ Daily Express,” “ Dublin Evening 
Post,” ££ Belfast Newsletter,” ££ Dublin Evening Mail,” “ Munster News,” 
« Coleraine Chronicle,” “ Roscommon and Leitrim Gazette,” “ Leitrim Adver- 
tiser,” “ Londonderry Sentinel,” ££ Louth Patriot,” e£ Dundalk Herald,” “ Cork 
Examiner,” Cf Londonderry Journal,” ££ Londonderry Standard,” “ Mayo Con- 
stitution,” “ Ulster Gazette,” &c. 
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That the mode of paying Coroners in Ireland is by fees, the maximum 
amount of which a Coroner can obtain in any one year, being 100/., which 
sum was evidently intended upon the passing of the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 37, as the 
fair remuneration which each of the Irish Coroners ought annually to receive. 
That payment by fees leaves the Coroner open to the serious charge of holding 
inquests for sake of the remuneration, and greatly detracts from his moral 
influence. T he scale itself is manifestly unfair, as no matter liow lengthened 
or important an inquiry may be, no matter how many witnesses examined, 
and afterwards, no matter how many days the Coroner may be obliged to 
attend at the assizes of his county, from which he cannot absent himself, 
the only remuneration he receives is the small sum of 30 s. for each inquest ; 
a sum which your Memorialists respectfully submit is in no way commensurate 
with the important duties and great labour imposed upon the Coroner. That 
the Coroner frequently refuses to hold inquests upon cases of sudden death ; 
hut when in the proper exercise of his discretion he does so, he receives no 
remuneration for t.he time he may have lost in travelling to the place where 
the body lay, in order to make the necessary inquiry. 

That in England, Coroners are paid by salary upon an average of five years, 
but no limit as in Ireland is placed upon the number held, so that English 
Coroners commonly receive from 200 1. to 300 l. per annum. One gentleman 
receives 1,200 l. per annum. The annual salary sought by the Coroners of 
Ireland is the comparatively small sum of 100 l. each, which, as the Bill intro- 
duced by Mr. Vance and Mr. Callen proposed to reduce the present number of 
Coroners, and impose the additional duty upon the remainder, will not seriously 
increase taxation. The Coroners do not, however, object to a higher scale of 
remuneration, should it be thought that men of high-class ability and educa- 
tion would thereby be attracted toward the office, or that all such in office 
should be fairly remunerated. 

That the English Coroners enjoy the privilege, and the public the advantage, 
of having Deputy Coroners who are nominated and appointed by the Coroner, 
subject to the approval of the Court of Queen’s Bench. It is thought desirable 
that this law should be extended to Ireland. The Deputy to act only in case of 
illness or absence of the Coroner. 



That superannuation allowances are granted to all judicial officers and 
Government officials ; also to officers in prisons, poor law officers, clerks of 
Petty Sessions, Town Clerks, &c. The Statutes 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24 ; 22 Viet, 
c. 26 ; 27 & 28 Viet. c. 42, and the 29 & 30 Viet, cc. 31, 38, and 113, embody 
this principle. No provision is made for the retirement, on account of old age, 
infirmity or long service, of Irish Coroners. Your Memorialists respectfully 
submit that in the interests of the public, and in justice to men who in all 
weather, and at all times, through moors and mountain when called upon, go 
forth faithfully to discharge the onerous duties devolving upon them, a suitable 
retiring allowance ought to be provided. The small amount which they seek 
would for all Ireland he about 1,000 l per annum. 

That, in. a Coroners Bill, clauses ought to be inserted providing for a disagree- 
ment of a jury, the present law being to bind over the jurors to appear before 
the next-going Judge of Assize ; the temporary committal of a prisoner pending 
an inquest, the want of this power frequently inconveniences both the Coroner 
and constabulary ; the taking bail in simple cases of manslaughter, the alter- 
ation of the number of days for the election of a Coroner, two being allowed at 
present ; also the supplying of informations to prisoners upon oayment of a 
small fee. These things would, if converted into law, greatly conduce to the 
improvement and further usefulness of the office. 

That your Memorialists fear in the contests which may take place over a 
Grand Jury Bill, the interests of the Irish Coroners may suffer, and your 
Memorialists caiinot see how the several important suggestions now made, and 
which were embodied m the Bill lately introduced into the House of Commons, 
can be mixed up with the grand jury laws. Parliament has frequently legislated 
m separate Bi Is for Coroners. The 6 & 7 Viet. c. 83 ; 9 & 10 Viet. c. 37, and 
the 23 & 24 Viet. c. 1 16 are cases in point. The present law which regulates 
the payment and duty of Coroners in Ireland is a separate Act. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray that your Excellency will, as the honoured 
head ot the Irish Executive m conjunction, with the Irish law officers, 



cause 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BY THE CORONERS OF IRELAND. 



3 



cause a Bill, independent of the Grand Jury Bill, to be early introduced during 
the present Session of Parliament, providing a suitable salary for Irish Coroners, 
and embodying the other recommendations made by your Memorialists for the 
improvement and elevation of the office of Coroner in Ireland. 

And, as in duty bound, Your Memorialists will ever pray. 



(Signed) 

George A. Hume 
Alexander Markham 
William Raphael 
T. D unlope 
Edward D. Atkinson 
J. M, Magee 
Thomas G. Peel - 
David Campion - 
John M'Faddin - 
William l’olloek - 
James Berry 
Francis O’Donnell 
John Cullinan 
John Frost 
Eugene Hogan - 
James Somerville 
John Moore 

C. J. Daley 
William Lane 
M. Lloyd - 

D. Kelly - 

D. Gaily - 
F. G. Lang - 
John M. li. Evans 
George M. Mitchell 
T. Crawford 

J. A. Ward 
R. J. Tyrrell 
Henry Harty 
F. J.’Dnvj’-s 
B. Leslie, j.p. 
Samuel Gamble - 
George Cottingham 

E. K. Lynch - - 
Martin Felly 
James D. M'Donagh 
John Roche 

John C. O’ Reardon 
R. C. Hartnell - 
Robert T. Hayes 
Robert C. Carter 
Thomas Izod 



- Co. Antrim. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Armagh. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Carlow. 

- Co. Cavan. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Clare. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Cork. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Derry. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Donegal. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Down. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Dublin. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Fermanagh. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Gahvay. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. - 
Ditto. 

- Co. Kerry. 

Ditto. 

- Ditto, 

- Co. Kildare. 

. Ditto. 

- Co. Kilkenny. 



W. J. Maher 
W. A. Gowing 
John Corcoran 
Terence Keown - 
Robert Corscadden 
W. C. Murphy - 
Thomas Costello - 
Thomas Ambrose 
John Quinn 
J. M'Callen 
Thomas L. Moore 
Edmond C. Kelly 
Robert Moysten - 
James Rutledge - 
M. Marmion 
Hugh Martin 
W. C. Waddell - 
Hugh Swanzy 
Robert O’ Kelly - 
William Clarke - 
Thomas P. Peyton 
Richard Garnett - 
J. C. Davies 
Alexander Burrough 
John M'Donagh - 
Michael Maher - 
Thomas O’Mera * 

J. W. Morrissy - 
John J. Shee, j. p. 
W. O. Orr - 
Robert McCrea - 
R. Buchanan 
Edward T. Tener 
H. T. Denneley - 
W. H. Gore 
Patrick Connell - 
T. Fetherston 
R. B. Ryan 
J. B. Allen - 
M.H. Jones 
P. Newton - 



- Co. Kilkenny. 

- King’s County. 

- Ditto. 

- Co. Leitrim. 

- Ditto. 

- Co. Limerick. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Longford. 

- Co. Louih. 

- Ditto. 

- Co. Mayo. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Meath. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Monaghan. 

Ditto. 

- Queen’s County. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Roscommon. 

Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Co. Sligo. 

- Ditto 

- Co- Tipperary. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Tyrone. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Co. Waterford. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Westmeath. 

Ditto. 

- Co Wexford. 

Ditto. 

- Co. Wicklow. 

Ditto- 



February 1871* 
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